


As to your final recommendation to utilize a method to allow pending patent applications public
exposure, the USPTO has recently extended and expanded its Peer Review Pilot Web site to
include the technologies of business methods. This Web site allows a limited number of
volunteer applicants, who filed or will be filing applications in the field of computer technology
and in the field of data processing, financial business practice, management, or cost/price
determination (otherwise known as business methods), to have the opportunity to consent to the
placement of their published applications into this pilot. A collaborative review enables
members of the public to pool together their knowledge and locate potential prior art. This pilot
will test whether such collaboration can effectively locate prior art that might not otherwise be
located by the Office during the typical examination process. More detailed information is
accessible from the USPTO Home page and is located at:
http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/peerpriorartpilot/.

Once again, I thank you for your interest and recommendations, and I continue to look forward
to working with our Patent and Trademark customers.

I hope this letter addressed all your concerns. If you have any further questions relating to this
matter, please contact Deborah Stephens at (571) 272-8800.

Sincerely,

Office of the Commissioner for Patents



